
Squirt Major Finalists at Kennedy Memorial Tournament 

Over the Martin Luther King holiday weekend, the RYHA Squirt Major team 

travelled to Providence, RI to play in the Kennedy Memorial Hockey Tournament.  This 

tournament brings together some great competition from throughout the New England 

region.  The team was selected to play in the elite or upper division of the tournament, 

compromising of 12 teams all ranked within the top 105 in the myhockeyrankings.com 

2005 division.  

 

The tournament started out bright and early on the first day against the Houston 

Wild, a team that travelled the farthest to attend.  They had a pep in their step and 

surprised the team and jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the first 6 minutes.  I guess that was 

the wake up call the team needed, as they scored three unanswered goals in the next 4 

minutes and took a 3-2 lead into the second period.  A back and forth second took them 

to the third at the same score.  After trading goals in the first 6 mins, the Canes put the 

game away with 3 unanswered goals and nice 7-3 win to start the tournament. 

  

Later that day, the Bay State Breakers (Mass) were up next.  The venue would 

prove to be the story of the day. The game was played at Mount Saint Charles Academy, 

a legendary high school hockey program in Rhode Island and the country. They have 

coached by Coach Belisle for 41 years, with a national record of 904 wins, 30 state 

championships, including 26 in a row.  The rink itself is old school, with high than 

normal dasher boards and chain link fencing instead of Plexiglas.  This was straight outta 

the 1960’s, and was an interesting experience. Again the team came out sluggish, trailing 

0-2 after one.  A great second period with three unanswered goals saw them take a 3-2 

lead into the third. The third would prove to be a wide open affair. Bay State would 

manage to pull tied or within one goal twice in the period, but the Canes stayed resilient 

and answered each time, and again put the game away late with 3 unanswered goals to 

win 8-5. 

 

The second day would prove to be a light day with only one game scheduled. The 

opponent was the Springfield Rifles (Mass).  The team came out and played like the 

coaches and parents had come to expect and dominated the first period with 4 goals, 

including their 14
th

 short handed tally of the season.  Trading goals in the third, the Canes 

won 5-1 and improved to 3-0 in the tournament.  With nothing scheduled in the evening, 

many families took advantage, by doing what else, taking in some local hockey.  One 

group took a game with the local AHL team, the Providence Bruins.  Another group 

hurried over to catch the local college rivalry in Boston, and the beanpot matchup of BU 

vs BC.  Each group was excited to take in some local hockey culture. 

 

The toughest preliminary round test and final pool play game would happen the 

next morning against the New Jersey Devils.  This proved to be a great, defensive hockey 

game with teams trading goals in the first, and playing a tight battle late into the third.  

With 3 mins left, a laser of a shot from Zach Veilleux, after a pass from Cole Latzy to the 

slot, put the team on top.  The Canes held off the desperate Devils for the remaining time, 

and finished the preliminary pool play 4-0 and earned  the #2 seed going into the 8 team 

bracket play later in the day. 
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Moving into the “win or go home” phase of the tournament, Westchester Vipers 

(NY) were the #7 seed opponent.  The Canes continued their recent strong play of the 

previous two games and again dominated the first, jumping out to a 3-0 start, never 

letting their foot off the gas, and winning 5-1 to advance to the semi finals. 

 

The evening brought some unforecasted weather, putting 2-3 inches of snow on 

the ground and with it some extra planning for an early morning semi final game.  The 

opponent would be a familiar one.  Springfield had advanced to play us again.  They 

always say it is tough to beat a team twice, and this proved to be the case.  The Canes 

found out quickly that it wouldn’t be as easy this time, especially with a trip to the finals 

on the line.  The Canes stayed diligent, both offensively and defensively, managing 1 in 

the first and 1 in the second, taking a 2-0 lead to the third.  With time winding down, 

Springfield scored on a rush with 51 secs left to make things interesting.  After a timeout 

and a pulled goalie, the Canes were able to withstand the extra attacker and move into the 

finals. 

 

The Providence Capitals were the host team, and the highest ranked team in the 

tournament.  These two teams seemed on a collision course for the entire tournament, 

finishing #1 and #2 respectively in pool play.  The finals game didn’t disappoint.  Both 

teams came out with a lot of jump, each having grade A scoring chances in the first and 

second periods, but nothing in the back of the net.  Both entered the third tied 0-0.  That 

first goal would be so crucial, and unfortunately Providence would get that goal.  A 

penalty shot was called three minutes into the third, and the Capital’s top player would 

make the shot.  That proved to take the wind from the sails, and the Canes allowed two 

more goals going down the stretch to fall 3-0. 

 

Even with the loss, this tournament proved to be a great weekend for the Canes 

going 6-1.  The lines had been adjusted weeks prior the tournament to spark offense, and 

the results posted proved they worked.  The Canes averages over 4 goals a game, scoring 

29 goals in the 7 games, led by Mikey Burchill with 9 goals, 2 of which were 

shorthanded.  After a slow start giving up 8 goals in the first two games, the defense and 

the goalies settled into their usual stingy selves and allowed only 7 goals over the next 5 

games. This group of youngsters impressed a lot of folks in new England, including one 

parent who quipped “You guys are good….where’d you get all your players?”.  The 

parent all got a kick out of that, all taking pride that these kids represents so well, and 

show the hockey world that good hockey is played in North Carolina, too. 

 

 

 

  

 

 


